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Abstract

Extensive research has indicated that reading picture books aloud supports language devel-

opment in young children. In this context, the varied linguistic input provided by picture books

plays a crucial role. However, this input is not entirely comprehensive, as some words spoken by

young children may occur infrequently in picture books. In this study, we focused on the adver-

bial particles (fukujoshi) “kurai” and “dake,” which typically begin to emerge in children’s

speech between the ages of 1.5 and 2.5 years. We investigated the extent to which these words

are represented in the picture books through morphological analysis. The findings revealed that

although input for “kurai” and “dake” can be acquired through picture book reading, “kurai”

appeared in only 2 out of 40 books (13 instances), and “dake” appeared in only 3 out of 40 books

(3 instances), indicating that neither word occurs frequently. Based on these findings, this

study also proposes methods to increase the input of these words, such as through the use of

singing and hand games.
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